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NOTES AND COMMENTS . . - i

The theme of this issue is a;mhed science in general and ap- .
plied scciology in particular. - Applied sociology here refers to
the utilization of the scientific methology and findings of the -
field to further-some scheme .of 'sucial-change that.is .considered .-
desirable. There is mow ' a growing appr eciation of the role -~ -~
which sociology ds a .science .can Jplay. in-giving technical rassist-
ance to programs -of 'social change. ‘This represents g definite
trend away from the- ‘previousipattern .of -expecting the soclologzst -
to not-only initiate reforms but to act asjack-of-all-trades as. well;"
in couductmg the program of change.. ‘The :7ole -of an .applied -
<% seientist ‘may seem: more nayrow and less glamorous, ‘but. “it; ;s
undoubtedly more eff:icmnt and -seems” to produce more iastmg

; -resu ts. o

- The thorny questxo -of ¢soc1a1 lanmng 1 ]
l.mcle :of Philip Hausér. .’ h's -discuss on:is. ;parf.lcularlv xefré h-

=-. ‘ing “in that-it-is Jbased. ufpon ‘perzonal xobqervamonsqather than
purely theoretical -appfoach.- The .author stayed -a -considerable
time ‘in. Burma wheré he :came-into direct contact with the prac!
tical-probléms that are’ faced by-a.young: natlonwtsha’c still has ™many
aindeveloped Tesources; "Although the article s based.on: obser-
~¥ations ;made in- Bur:ma, he -points noted ‘can be apphed’ to many
v wther: nations -facing -a- similal"‘mtuatxo .'mclndmg #h {;P?ni}ip#
g4+ pines: A question : whlchﬂ stems “from :this article that:.is- also’
4%, often-a point of - debate-@ “should socmloglsts -assist in-programs.
* ef :economic planning 2 Some take the wiew .that gociology as a
science should refrain’ from active. comrmitment to a- scheme of
vzlues such as an economic ‘planning program would entail, Others, -

1. however, hold that if socidlogy does not participate in - such -
" -schemes, it is nev]ectmg ‘a duty to mankind and leaving the: -
#ask ‘to people whe ‘may. even bhe less ou:ihfxed "This problem s
*thus a sequel to any dxscussxon of. economw planmn,g -

;-' ’I‘he article of Lﬂhan G‘Grnmor calls attenhon tu an. aspect‘of
e e socmlogy which many. today tend to give a mere passing notice,
£ - "The ‘subjéct. referred o _is 'the socialization of ‘the individual,”
IO w*hereby he orshe learns the culture of-the group. In the begin-
&+ . ning-of this centuryv, the nse of psychoana.lyms, with its emphasxs
.~ .- on early” life experiences,- focused attention on this topic. Two

of ‘the best known soclologxcal pioneers in this area of study .are -
- ,-“Charles” Horton  Cooley :and :George Herbert Mead. As tlme
" ..passed, howeve:r1 the’ mterwts of sociology began to shr.ft BT

7 Today the . devalopmem: of ‘speech rtraining as a stpemahzed
* field has revived interest in. the study ofi child socialization. The
: -‘.':'learmng of ‘@ langnage is found to follow. the same ‘pattern as the = .-
" acquisition of the other elements of culture. - Tt also requires Jnuch :,‘ g
- time for learning and, once acquired, shows' ‘great tenacity in the = i+
face .of effor'ts to produce chang'es. Thus the students of both -
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speech and _Sopiology would tend to agree that although it is not
lmpossﬂ)le, it is at least extremely difficult toc “teach an old dog
new tricks.” )

. A problem in field research which is seldom or never men-
tioned in classroom discussions is presented by Richard Coller
The basis of this .problem lies in the fact that the researcher
and his assistants are just as human as their subjects of study
Therefore, the .common tie of social interaction -that rises out oé
the study frequently affects the research work itself. Since the
Philippines is entering an era of field studies, (we hope) thxs
article may serve as @ timely . warning to future field res:aarch

- projects.: -, .- RIS

¥

4.0 The artxclevallar Gonza]ez l‘epres tsa.nexcurs into,
AEFTRAS ” cve -+ al LONZalez. represe ion into-. -}
.. the.realm of.ﬁqc;al-phﬂosophy..f Areas of family -life Wmé}r‘gp‘}
: ':gma’ ently require change: are first -indicated.- ‘Then the point is-

-brought forward.that.sociology; along ‘with-other ‘Social :sciences, . ' |

should-be used to accornplish the desired ichanges. A i

able: amount ‘of effort- dlong these lines "-‘hhs‘"alrégady '.bé:a: %I;cselgte:c;
‘in: other- ‘countries. "“There have been’ established. such institu-
tions as pre-marital- counseling’ clin‘cs, family : adpustment insti-
tutes, ‘and clinics to.ré-organize families that have already col-

".~‘lapsed. "In all ‘cases. the“sociologiéal -contribution has ‘been sig- -

‘nificant. “Whether or not such ‘work can ‘be begun’i i
Law .. . R - ' ) : ) un: -
; ',.3”33“‘5 in the riear .fu!:ure is quite uncertsin, bu%;,‘ asmtht:f:.rlt’i}glle
‘;(r)l éceatgg;léshere seems:to .be -a definite need for.some such work

». . The articles in this issue only touch u : 4
.possible applications of sociology. As socp?el%va gi;i)‘:vso fe:hef' I;i?e
z -complex it -appears Iike}y that the sociologist will bhe more called-
: ;u&on to engage in applied sociology. Whether or not we will be
=, able.to meet future.calls depends Jargely upon the tvpe of: socico-
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3 rences by agencies of (rovernment other tlian those imposed-by
3% broad -considerations -of ‘health, safety,. or morals. ‘That is “to .
2 say, the freedoms do Dot “exist in vacuo but, always,: withn.a"-
;,’ framework of constraints imposed by a social order,.whether - -
-#3- informal or formal. :Freedom is necessarilv a degree of perso-
% nal choice within- an - accepted social {ramework with ‘varying - -

- gleal. trﬁ»iying_thgﬁ s »'gi"eQ to .Philippine students'in the present.
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FREEDOM AND ECONOMIC PLANNING -
Philip M. Hauser

e

mical and often doctrinnaire. The concepts involved are com-

Y A5 et

approach to them are great. Thus ‘“freedom” and “econamic

X ‘freedom. .- These  categories -are -neither mutually -es :
. exhaustive, But ‘they may be :used to help to illuminate an ana-.
lysis-of ‘the -interrelations:of ‘L:'fraeedom,«and:_‘,cppr_xpm_if plannin

O}

individual-‘choices .with .a_minimum of restrictions or -interfe

c

orders of constraints..: , _
E Economic planning. may be considered as consisting cof a
=%, -weneral effort to direct and control a mnational economy from
:3% a central source, the central government; and a set of instru-
#. mentalities to -effect “such direction and -control. Here, also,
i ~degree.is.involved. in- the "sense ‘that economic - planning may

world. Where economic planning is practiced the most com-

" communist ,part of the warld, containing asbout a third of the
L2 * prepared by invitstion for the Asian Gonference for Culfural 'F:
: “tor Freodor th i

Cultural Fr and the Soclety for the Ext
Rangoon, Burma, .19tb February, 1855 - ] _

“

The literature on freedom -and economic planning is pole-
plex ‘and the divergencies 'in basic ideological assumptions:and

planning” are, on the one hand, regarded as antithetical; and,-
on the other, as complementary or even mutually dependent.”

_* - “To begin with,although ‘the concept “economic planning”: -’
. is relatively unambiguous,. ‘“‘freedom” may ~have many. -connota-' .

' * tions. These include politiesl, ‘perscnal, religious, and :economic ..’
' clugive mor::+

4 .| To. ‘assure ‘2’ ;commion ‘universe of -discourse, these essentix
freedoms ‘may. be ‘defiried. as consisting .of the -ability to make,

{j ‘may embrace the whole or given sectors of an economy.. .. ¢
‘.. If an empirical .approach is taken in exploring the inter- =
. relations of freedom and economic planning, as defined, then |
certain generalizations’ may be made for the contemrporary -

prehensively- and .imtensively, there is the least political, per-
sonal, religious, and economic freedom. 'The situation in the"

§. world’s peoples,” documents this generalization.. In contrast;:
- ~ where there is the least economic planning there is the greatest
amount of freedom in each of the senses specified. The free
' recdom_gpoasored by the | |
of D i ‘M»‘v B}

4 embrace very general and broad dircction, or niinute and de-. ..
7 tailed ‘eontrols; d " the - econemic planning. instrumentalities..- . . *




